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On 7 and 8 July 2009, the Buderus Edel-
stahl team faced a novel challenge. The 
production shop in Wetzlar was to be the 
location for a film on the subject of wind 
energy. It was being produced for the 
voestalpine Stahlwelt centre in Linz. In 
the Group’s new Visitor and Exhibition 
Centre, the film will help to convey the 
magic of steel as a material to the planned 
50,000 visitors a year.

A total of three success stories on the sub-
ject of energy, construction and mobility 
have been recorded at various locations. 
The public can come to meet the corpora-
tion in all its facets at the Linz Visitor and 
Exhibition Centre, which officially opened 

its doors on 6 November this year. In a fas-
cinating world of discovery, visitors, both 
young and old, can learn much about the 
whole value-added chain, from steelmak-
ing through to the end products and cus-
tomer applications, about the company’s 
values, and the attractive employment op-
portunities and services it provides. This 
interesting project also provides informa-
tion on innovation and the future, hence 
the filming activity in Wetzlar.

Ralf Rech, General Manager, Forging, 
and his brother Björn Rech, Engineering 
Steel and Billets Sales Manager, were con-
fronted with a series of questions while the 
film was being shot, which they answered 
with deceptive speed and ease. What is 

forged bar? Where is it used? What are 
sawn blanks made from forged bar? The 
replies to these and many other questions 
had to be phrased so that any primary 
school child could understand them. Han-
dling the interview situation under the film 
director’s watchful eye with the camera 
running was also no mean feat. “It is an art 
to compose sentences in the right order, 
clearly, and at a suitable speed to satisfy 
the film director. I have acquired a new re-
spect for the art of acting”, smiles Ralf 
Rech.

Buderus Edelstahl certainly provides 
fascinating material for filming. For exam-
ple the delivery of the most powerful wind 
turbine gear unit ever, providing an in-
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Synergies for high steel cleanness

crease in output of 25 % from 4 to 5 MW, 
served as an example of the use of round 
blanks sawn from forged steel bar for wind 
power transmissions. Gear makers use the 
steel supplied by Buderus Edelstahl mainly 
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to produce gear wheels and lay-shafts for 
their end product. The great majority of 
wind power plant manufacturers use gear 
units to adapt the speed of rotation of the 
rotor to the general frequency of the pow-

er network. The film made in Wetzlar for 
visitors to the voestalpine Visitor and Exhi-
bition Centre in Linz demonstrates that in 
this field often no wheels turn without 
Buderus Edelstahl.

The delegates mustered at nine o’clock on 
25 June to tour the workshops of Buderus 
Edelstahl, Buderus Edelstahl Schmiede-
technik and Buderus Edelstahl Band. After 
lunch, there was a visit to LEICA, one of the 
leading companies in the optical industry. 
The company is the prime supplier of high 
precision lenses and software, such as that 
used to analyse inclusions in steel. This was 
followed by a trip to the Fortuna mine, 
with a barbecue afterwards.

26 June was devoted entirely to the CR 
& T Board Meeting dealing with “Cleanness 
of Steels and Light Microscopic Methods of 

Cleanness Testing”. The delegates included 
the Research Director Franz Hirschmanner, 
and Böhler Uddeholm Chairman Franz Rot-
ter, Group Research Manager Peter Schwab, 
and the Buderus Edelstahl Directors Jens 
Mohr and Horst Schneider, and the divi-
sional research managers.

Franz Rotter greeted those present, and 
introduced the first presenter Dr Frank Hip-
penstiel of Buderus Edelstahl, on the sub-
ject of “Products of Buderus Edelstahl as 
Examples of the Necessity of New Quality 
Assessment Tools”. He was followed by Jens 
Bergström of Karlstadt University, Jürgen 

Paul of Leica GmbH, Jürgen Pühringer of 
voestalpine Stahl GmbH, Arne Bengston of 
Swerea KIMAB AB, and Barbara Behrens of 
IPT Fraunhofer. The presentations were fol-
lowed by a discussion and a workshop in 
the afternoon on the subject of synergy.

“In the workshop, we discussed how 
synergies could be achieved in this area, to 
boost the competitiveness of all with re-
search on inclusions”, says Bruno Hribernik, 
Head of R&D at Böhler Uddeholm. “This 
starts with keeping track of the rapidly 
changing analytical software, establishing 
a joint group panel of laboratory managers, 
through to identifying joint research aims 
that should then result in the development 
of joint methods.”

Generic issue
Elements measured in micrometres help to 
decide economic success – at Buderus Edel-
stahl, and far beyond. “The subject of inclu-
sions cuts across the whole corporation at 
voestalpine, because the properties of a 
whole range of products critically depend 

The Böhler Uddeholm Corporate Research & Technology Board traditionally meets at 
the Group’s key locations. The 34th CR & T Board Meeting was held in Wetzlar for 
the first time on 24 and 25 June 2009. The subjects of this year’s meeting were steel 
cleanness, cleanness testing and light microscopy. Buderus Edelstahl organised the 
event on site, and arranged the accompanying programme.

Maria Reibenberger, voestalpine Group Communica-
tions, with the camera team during the interview

The voestalpine Stahlwelt Visitor and Exhibition Centre in Linz 


