
Human Resources/News

Buderus Edelstahl Works 
Council

We were there!

“Involvement is good for you”
This was the motto for the 5th Volunteers 
Day at the Central Hesse Regional Volun-
teer Centre on 19 September 2009. In-
volvement is good for you – both for those 
involved and for those who benefit. 

The Volunteers Day is held once a year 
on a Saturday. This year the Buderus Edel-
stahl Works Council decided to make its 
services available for this good cause. Hav-
ing registered, the “painting for a good 
cause” project could start. The aim was to 
liberate the halls of the Wetzlar Casino care 

Günter Uhl, Rolf Schmidt, Heidi Koster, Bernd 
Lebherz, Manfred Haus, Hans-Walter Lühring, Juan 
Carlos Manzano Romero (from left to right). 
Volunteers who are not in the photo: Michael 
Göllner, Mark Pauli and Udo Schmidt

Scientific Council 
of the AiF comes to 
Buderus Edelstahl
The Scientific Council of the “Otto von 
Guericke” Federation of Industrial Research 
Associations (AiF) met in Wetzlar in No-
vember 2009. This body is a focus for inter-
disciplinary specialist competence, and 
also for joint research by SMEs in Germany. 
Around 100 research associations are net-
worked under the auspices of the AiF, 
which distributes around € 350 million a 
year of Federal funds for business and 
technology.

With some pride, the Technical Director 
Karl-Peter Johann welcomed the scientists 
to a tour of the works as part of the event. 
The group of around 50 participants were 
able to view the steel mill, the forge and 
heat treatment plant, and also the machin-
ing workshop. Many visitors were impressed 
by the production facilities, and the prod-
ucts produced in Wetzlar. In the afternoon, 
there were lectures including presentation 
of the Otto von Guericke prize. Dr Thomas 
Gräbener honoured young scientists for 
the exceptionally successful completion of 
an AiF project concerned with the use of 
terahertz technologies.

Since the steel industry had been chosen 
as the topic for the 82nd meeting of this 
august body, Dr Hans Joachim Wieland as 
Chief Executive of the Research Associa-
tion for Steel Application (FOSTA), reported 
on “The steel industry and its numerous 
value-added chains and its research net-
work”. Before Professor Klaus Dilger of the 
Institute of Joining and Welding (IFS) at 
Brunswick University spoke on the subject 
of “Strength of joined components”, the 
Quality Assurance Manager of Buderus 
Edelstahl, Dr Frank Hippenstiel, highlighted 
what is implemented in practice once re-
search projects have been completed. “Re-
search projects as the basis and source of 
ideas for successful applications of steel 

home from its drab white. The manager Mrs 
ter Jung greeted the Buderus Edelstahl 
Works Council at nine o’clock with the 
words “We’ve been stocking up on materi-
als for you”. 

After a short tour of the care home, the 
team were lead to the site of their labours. 
But before painting could start, pictures 
had to be taken down, hand rails disman-
tled, lampshades removed, the scaffold as-
sembled, and everything masked off that 
was not to be painted.

The caretaker was on hand to provide 
advice and support, and at the end of the 
day the consensus was, “It was hard work, 
but it was good fun!” After finishing the 
job, the Works Council could unwind at the 
end of the day at the invitation of Mrs ter 
Jung in the home’s own bowling alley.

The Works Council all agreed, “Next year 
we will be there when the call comes for 
the Volunteers Day.”
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materials” was the title of his presentation. 
Dr Frank Hippenstiel has a connection with 
the AiF, since he managed an AiF project 
concerned with hot forming of high nitro-
gen steels as part of his activities at Aachen 
University of Technology.

Professor Hans-Werner Zoch, Institute 
of Materials Science, Bremen, was elected 
as the new chairman of the Scientific 
Council. He takes on the baton from Pro-
fessor Walter Michaeli, Institute of Plastics 
Processing at Aachen University of Tech-
nology, and is no stranger to Buderus Edel-
stahl. Professor Zoch visited Buderus Edel-
stahl for the first time in May 1981 in his 
then role of materials expert at FAG Kugel-
fischer AG.

Karl-Peter Johann, Technical Director of Buderus Edelstahl (3rd from the right) on the works tour


